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A phonological rank scale for English
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oan 'ast o rord 'kild 8s 'dain s saxz
(Context: ‘What happened 65 million years ago?’)

tone group — foot — syllable — phoneme

This is the most minimalistic description of English phonological units
that actually works.



Flexional morphophonology: plural and/or genitive

® The regular plural morpheme (typical spelling: {s)) is realized
phonologically in three different ways:
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Flexional morphophonology: plural and/or genitive
® The regular plural morpheme (typical spelling: {s)) is realized
phonologically in three different ways:

® /s/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
{cats) /kaets/
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Flexional morphophonology: plural and/or genitive

® The regular plural morpheme (typical spelling: {s)) is realized
phonologically in three different ways:

® /s/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
{cats) /kaets/

® /z/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
{dogs) /dogz/
{mares) /meaz/
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Flexional morphophonology: plural and/or genitive

® The regular plural morpheme (typical spelling: {s)) is realized
phonologically in three different ways:

® /s/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
{cats) /kaets/

® /z/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
{dogs) /dogz/
{mares) /meaz/

® /1z/ after a ‘sibilant’ (/s z § 3 tf d3/), e.g.
<horses) /has.1z/
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Flexional morphophonology: plural and/or genitive

® The regular plural morpheme (typical spelling: {s)) is realized
phonologically in three different ways:

® /s/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
{cats) /kaets/

® /z/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
{dogs) /dogz/
{mares) /meaz/

® /1z/ after a ‘sibilant’ (/s z § 3 tf d3/), e.g.
<horses) /has.1z/

® The same applies to the (’s) genitive of nouns, and to the third
person singular present indicative of verbs {walks) /s/, <hugs)

/z/, {teaches) /1z/.
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Flexional morphophonology: plural and/or genitive

® The regular plural morpheme (typical spelling: {s)) is realized
phonologically in three different ways:
® /s/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
{cats) /kaets/
® /z/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
{dogs) /dogz/
{mares) /meaz/
® /1z/ after a ‘sibilant’ (/s z § 3 tf d3/), e.g.
<horses) /has.1z/
® The same applies to the (’s) genitive of nouns, and to the third
person singular present indicative of verbs {walks) /s/, <hugs)

/z/, {teaches) /1z/.

® Could we perhaps interpret these facts in terms of ELision and
AsSSIMILATION?
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Flexional morphophonology: plural and/or genitive

® The regular plural morpheme (typical spelling: {s)) is realized
phonologically in three different ways:

® /s/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
{cats) /kaets/

® /z/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
{dogs) /dogz/
{mares) /meaz/

® /1z/ after a ‘sibilant’ (/s z § 3 tf d3/), e.g.
<horses) /has.1z/

® The same applies to the (’s) genitive of nouns, and to the third
person singular present indicative of verbs {walks) /s/, <hugs)

/z/, {teaches) /1z/.

® Could we perhaps interpret these facts in terms of ELision and
AsSSIMILATION?

® Note: the American and Australian pronunciation of the plural
morpheme after a sibilant is more like [az] than [1z].
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Flexional morphophonology: plural and/or genitive

® The regular plural morpheme (typical spelling: {s)) is realized (Pwv
phonologically in three different ways:

® /s/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g. A
{cats) /kaets/ ol
® /z/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g. ?of::';ﬁ:\gical e
{dogs) /dogz/
{mares) /meaz/ -
® /1z/ after a ‘sibilant’ (/s z § 3 tf d3/), e.g. e arelm (@)
¢horses) /hais.1z/ e s L.

W
® The same applies to the {’s) genitive of nouns, and to the third I

person singular present indicative of verbs {walks) /s/, <hugs) LTI o
/z/, {teaches) /1z/.

® Could we perhaps interpret these facts in terms of ELision and
AsSSIMILATION?
® Note: the American and Australian pronunciation of the plural
morpheme after a sibilant is more like [az] than [1z].
® Note:
{Governors-General) (plural)
{Governor-General’s) (genitive singular). us



Flexional morphophonology: past tense

® The regular past tense morpheme (typical spelling: {ed)) is
realized phonologically in three different ways:
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Flexional morphophonology: past tense

® The regular past tense morpheme (typical spelling: {ed)) is
realized phonologically in three different ways:

® /t/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
(faced) /feist/
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Flexional morphophonology: past tense

® The regular past tense morpheme (typical spelling: {ed)) is
realized phonologically in three different ways:

® /t/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
(faced) /feist/

® /d/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
(fazed) /ferzd/
{laid) /lerd/

Ppwv

Syllables & Rhythm
(2):

Outline

A phonological rank scale
for English

Morphophonology (2):
the phonology of
derivational morphology

(1)

Further reading,
additional exercises,
homework, whatever ...



Flexional morphophonology: past tense

® The regular past tense morpheme (typical spelling: {ed)) is
realized phonologically in three different ways:

® /t/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
(faced) /feist/

® /d/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
(fazed) /ferzd/
{laid) /lerd/

® /1d/ after /t/ or /d/
(fated) /'fertid/ (faded) /'ferdid/
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Flexional morphophonology: past tense

® The regular past tense morpheme (typical spelling: (ed)) is
realized phonologically in three different ways:

® /t/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
(faced) /feist/

® /d/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
(fazed) /ferzd/
{laid) /lerd/

® /1d/ after /t/ or /d/
(fated) /'fert1d/ (faded) /'ferdid/

® The following remarks refer to the spelling conventions for
libretti (e.g. Handel’s Messiah) written a few centuries ago;
these often contain past tense endings that have to be
pronounced /1d/ for purely metrical reasons:
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Flexional morphophonology: past tense

® The regular past tense morpheme (typical spelling: (ed)) is
realized phonologically in three different ways:

® /t/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
(faced) /feist/

® /d/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
(fazed) /ferzd/
{laid) /lerd/

® /1d/ after /t/ or /d/
(fated) /'fert1d/ (faded) /'ferdid/

® The following remarks refer to the spelling conventions for
libretti (e.g. Handel’s Messiah) written a few centuries ago;
these often contain past tense endings that have to be
pronounced /1d/ for purely metrical reasons:

® In earlier forms of English, (ed) and (’d) were used to spell /1d/

and /d/ (or /t/) respectively.
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Flexional morphophonology: past tense

® The regular past tense morpheme (typical spelling: (ed)) is
realized phonologically in three different ways:

® /t/ after a voiceless consonant (but see below), e.g.
(faced) /feist/

® /d/ after a voiced consonant (but see below) or a
vowel/diphthong, e.g.
(fazed) /ferzd/
{laid) /lerd/

® /1d/ after /t/ or /d/
(fated) /'fertid/ (faded) /'ferdid/

® The following remarks refer to the spelling conventions for
libretti (e.g. Handel’s Messiah) written a few centuries ago;
these often contain past tense endings that have to be
pronounced /1d/ for purely metrical reasons:

® In earlier forms of English, (ed) and (’d) were used to spell /1d/

and /d/ (or /t/) respectively.
® Intoday’s English, {&d) and {ed) are used instead.

® “His work was soon in rehearsal
Because he always uséd Purcell” (Flanders and Swann).
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Morphophonology (2): the phonology of derivational morphology (1)
Syllables & Rhythm
(2):

Outline

Here are two of the most important ways in which words in English

o N . . A phonological k |
can be ‘derived’ from simpler words via the use of affixes: forbaion
[ — . Morphophonology (1):
The Anglo Saxon way: the phonology of flexional

fear — 'fearless — 'fearlessness )

® The French-Latin-Greek way:
'grammar —> gram'matical — grammati'cality

. . . . Furth ding,
It is even possible to mix the two strategies: aditional exereises,

homework, whatever ...

® A mixture:
'grammar —> gram'matical — gram'maticalness

Note what happens to the position of the stress!



Morphophonology (2): the phonology of derivational morphology (2)
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morphology

® in'sult (verb) — 'insult (noun)

® con'vert (verb) — 'convert (noun)
Further reading,
additional exercises,
homework, whatever ...

and even

® in'vite (verb) — 'invite (noun)



Morphophonology (2): the phonology of derivational morphology (3)

Note:
(adjective) (verb)

{separate) {separate)

/'separat/ /'separert/
(adjective)
or
(noun) (verb)

{degenerate) {degenerate)

/di'dzenarat/ /di'dzenare1t/
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Word Stress Patterns from Sauer’s Drillbook (1)
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Monday ballet famous Syllables & Rhythm

'mander 'bzler 'fetmos @)
Outline

cigar hotel prefer A phonological rank scale
for English

[ | £,
st'ga: hau'tel pri'fa: versroshonsony (1
the phonology of flexional

o . morphology
violin Chinese canteen

vara'lin tfar'ni:iz kaen'ti:n

Further reading,

energy Catholic communist Arabic e s,
'enadz 'keeBalik 'komjunist 'sersbik pomenerk hateer

suspicious strategic Arabian
sa'spifes stra'ti:dzik a'reibjan

cigarette engineer refugee
siga'ret endzi'nias refju'dsi:

11.10



Word Stress Patterns from Sauer’s Drillbook (2)

admirable comfortably personally
'aedmarabl 'kamfatabl: 'p3:sanal:

philosophy ridiculous catastrophe
fr'losef1 ri'dikjules ka'taestrafi

scientific disproportion politician
;saran'trfik dispra'poifn polr'tifn

Protestantism criticizable
'protastantizm 'kritisaizabl

Catholicism considerable particularly
ka'Oplisizm kan'sidarabl pa'tikjulal:

aristocracy mathematical possibility
,eri'stokrast maeBa'maetikl posa'bilat:
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Word Stress Patterns from Sauer’s Drillbook (3)

pasteurization characteristic
pastjusrar'zerfn keerakta'ristik

pronunciation consideration
pra,nanst'exfn kan sida'reifn

transformationally photographically
Jtraensfo'merfonalr fauta'graefikal:

nationalization characterization
naefonalar'zerfn kaeraktsrar'zeifn

inferiority bacteriologist
in frart'oriti beek tiari'vledzist

Note: Sauer transcribes a slightly old-fashioned form of RP in a

slightly old-fashioned way.
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Further reading, additional exercises, homework, whatever ... (1)

® See Eckert and Barry, pages 239 to 243 - scans of these pages
are in this week’s folder:
http://www.spence.saar.de/courses/
phoneticswithlistening/unitll 20241
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http://www.spence.saar.de/phonetics/unit11_20241

Further reading, additional exercises, homework, whatever ... (1)

® See Eckert and Barry, pages 239 to 243 - scans of these pages
are in this week’s folder:
http://www.spence.saar.de/courses/
phoneticswithlistening/unitll 20241

® Pay particular attention to those cases where there is a
systematic difference between English and German!
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Further reading, additional exercises, homework, whatever ... (1)

® See Eckert and Barry, pages 239 to 243 - scans of these pages
are in this week’s folder:
http://www.spence.saar.de/courses/
phoneticswithlistening/unitll 20241

® Pay particular attention to those cases where there is a
systematic difference between English and German!

® We can only skim the surface of lexical stress. Although it is

important, especially from a contrastive point of view (“English

is different from German!”), many of the examples given in

Eckert and Barry on pages 197 to 212 are specific to one variety

of British English and/or antiquated
http://www.spence.saar.de/phonetics/unitll 20241
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Further reading, additional exercises, homework, whatever ... (2)

® \We will examine some of these issues from a different

perspective in Unit 13. If you want to take a peek in advance,
check Halliday 1970 §5.3 pp44-47:
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/
Halliday1970/The Book/2192 001.pdf
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/

Halliday1970/Halliday1970 45/ http://www.spence.saar.

de/arcanum/phonetics/Halliday1970/Halliday1970 45/
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/
Halliday1970/Halliday1970 46/
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/
Hallidayl1970/Halliday1970 47-49/
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Further reading, additional exercises, homework, whatever ... (3)

® There are more exercises in Sauer:
§33 pp104-109
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/
pronunciation/pronunciation_ 25-33.pdf
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/
pronunciation/pronunciation 25-33.mp3
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