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(English Phonetics: Unit 10:)
/'m.glf/ /fo.netaks/ /jum.it/ /ten/
['in.gleffa. ner.oks. jun.ot” 'then | (AusE, broad)

{Syllables & Rhythm (1)>
/'sil.abllz/ /on/ /'11d.om/ /wan/
['sit.obdz.n.'1id.m. | 'wen ] (AusE, broad)

(assimilation, elision, linking)
/a.stm.a.lerfPn/ [i'liz.2n/ / lmk.ay/
[o.sim.a.tazrfn | 2.tiz.n | tink.in] (AusE, broad)
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Assimilation and elision: theory

® Consonants at the edge of one syllable often adapt to
neighbouring consonants — becoming more similar to them
(ASSIMILATION) or disappearing altogether (ELISION) — so as to
make the pronunciation smoother.
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Assimilation and elision: theory
® Consonants at the edge of one syllable often adapt to
neighbouring consonants — becoming more similar to them
(ASSIMILATION) or disappearing altogether (ELISION) — so as to
make the pronunciation smoother.
® (Assimilation: a change in quality; elision: a change in quantity.)
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Assimilation and elision: theory

® Consonants at the edge of one syllable often adapt to (P(L)V
neighbouring consonants — becoming more similar to them
(ASSIMILATION) or disappearing altogether (ELISION) —so asto gy mvn
make the pronunciation smoother.

Outline

® (Assimilation: a change in quality; elision: a change in quantity.) [FIrre——

® Usually assimilation is ‘anticipatory’ — a preceding consonant Linking
adapts to a following consonant. (In French, anticipatory Additional Reading
assimilation is also common: «le tragique destin des Romanov » Listening Exercises

[lotrazikdestédesomanov — latsazigdestédesomanov]) STEIET



Assimilation and elision: theory
® Consonants at the edge of one syllable often adapt to (P(L)V
neighbouring consonants — becoming more similar to them
(ASSIMILATION) or disappearing altogether (ELISION) —so asto gy mvn
make the pronunciation smoother. e
® (Assimilation: a change in quality; elision: a change in quantity.) [FIrre——

® Usually assimilation is ‘anticipatory’ — a preceding consonant Linking
adapts to a following consonant. (In French, anticipatory Additional Reading
assimilation is also common: «le tragique destin des Romanov » Listening Exercises
[lotrazikdestédesomanov — latsazigdestédesomanov]) AT

® Alveolar consonants (such as /td s z1/) are particularly
susceptible to anticipatory assimilation in English.
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® Doesn't this interfere with the ability of phonemes to signal
differences in meaning?
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differences in meaning?
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Assimilation and elision: theory

Consonants at the edge of one syllable often adapt to
neighbouring consonants — becoming more similar to them
(ASSIMILATION) or disappearing altogether (ELISION) — so as to
make the pronunciation smoother.

(Assimilation: a change in quality; elision: a change in quantity.)
Usually assimilation is ‘anticipatory’ — a preceding consonant
adapts to a following consonant. (In French, anticipatory
assimilation is also common: «le tragique destin des Romanov »
[lotrazikdestédesomanov — latsazigdestédesomanov])

Alveolar consonants (such as /t d s z1/) are particularly
susceptible to anticipatory assimilation in English.

Doesn’t this interfere with the ability of phonemes to signal
differences in meaning?

No.

There is still enough distinctive information in the syllable edge
as a whole.
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Assimilation and elision: theory

Consonants at the edge of one syllable often adapt to
neighbouring consonants — becoming more similar to them
(ASSIMILATION) or disappearing altogether (ELISION) — so as to
make the pronunciation smoother.

(Assimilation: a change in quality; elision: a change in quantity.)
Usually assimilation is ‘anticipatory’ — a preceding consonant
adapts to a following consonant. (In French, anticipatory
assimilation is also common: «le tragique destin des Romanov »
[lotrazikdestédesomanov — latsazigdestédesomanov])

Alveolar consonants (such as /td s z1/) are particularly
susceptible to anticipatory assimilation in English.

Doesn’t this interfere with the ability of phonemes to signal
differences in meaning?

No.

There is still enough distinctive information in the syllable edge
as a whole.

You could investigate this further by constructing a ‘feature
matrix’ of the phonemes involved. (Have you dealt with this
topic in your theory lectures?)
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Assimilation and elision: theory

Consonants at the edge of one syllable often adapt to
neighbouring consonants — becoming more similar to them
(ASSIMILATION) or disappearing altogether (ELISION) — so as to
make the pronunciation smoother.

(Assimilation: a change in quality; elision: a change in quantity.)
Usually assimilation is ‘anticipatory’ — a preceding consonant
adapts to a following consonant. (In French, anticipatory
assimilation is also common: «le tragique destin des Romanov »
[lotrazikdestédesomanov — latsazigdestédesomanov])

Alveolar consonants (such as /td s z1/) are particularly
susceptible to anticipatory assimilation in English.

Doesn’t this interfere with the ability of phonemes to signal
differences in meaning?

No.

There is still enough distinctive information in the syllable edge
as a whole.

You could investigate this further by constructing a ‘feature
matrix’ of the phonemes involved. (Have you dealt with this
topic in your theory lectures?)

The next slide contains examples of assimilation:
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Assimilation and elision: examples

® The first 8 examples are from Eckert and Barry:

® ['kamand 'getit] — ['kaman 'getit]
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https://www.englishpronunciationmadrid.com/assimilation/
https://www.englishpronunciationmadrid.com/assimilation/

Assimilation and elision: examples

® The first 8 examples are from Eckert and Barry:
® ['kamand 'getit] — ['kaman 'getit]
® ['staend 'baek] — ['staem: 'baek]
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The first 8 examples are from Eckert and Barry:
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['wot haz 'haepand] — ['wpts 'haepmd]
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Assimilation and elision: examples

® The first 8 examples are from Eckert and Barry:
® ['kamand 'getit] — ['kaman 'getit]

® ['staend 'baek] — ['staem: 'baek]

® ['wot haz 'haepand] — ['wpts 'haepmd]

® ['put da 'plag] — ['put ds 'plag]

® ['klouz 8s 'da:] — ['klsuz za 'do:]

® [bat (?)av 'kais] — [bataf 'ka:s]

® [arkan 'du: 1t] —> [azkn 'duwit]

® You can find many more exercises on the following wonderful
website:
https:
//www.englishpronunciationmadrid.com/assimilation/
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Linking (Liaison)

® Why Germans sound so strange (!):
[?a1n ?asteso'iit] (‘ein Asteroid’)

Let’s look quickly at “Dialectal Differences”.
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Let’s look quickly at “Dialectal Differences”.



Linking (Liaison)

® Why Germans sound so strange (!):
[7a1n 7asteso'i:t] (‘ein Asteroid’)
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/an/ /'aest @ uo1d/ — [an_'aestausrd]
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/paa(r)/ + /1t/ — ['p"ae1t] (pour it)
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Linking (Liaison)

® Why Germans sound so strange (!):
[7a1n 7asteso'i:t] (‘ein Asteroid’)
® Consonant-Vowel Linking:
VC V— VC Vnot VC?V
/an/ /'aest @ uo1d/ — [an_'aestausrd]
® r-linking:
Vi(r) Vo — V1rVs (V1 = as 20 39 o 19 €9 J0 aIs aud)
/paa(r)/ + /1t/ — ['p"ae1t] (pour it)
® Intrusiver:
Vi Vo — VirVy (V1 =a:o: 3 3)
/pa/ + /1t/ — ['p"oart] (paw it)
® Intrusive j:
Vi Vo — Vle2 (V1 =i:erar DI)
/si:/ + /1t/— ['sititt] (see it)
® Intrusive w:
Vi Vo — ViwVs3 (V1 = u: au au)
/sau/ + /1t/— ['sau*it] (sew it)

Let’s look quickly at “Dialectal Differences”.
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If you have time, look at the scans of the pages from Eckert and RS
Barry that are here: Homework

http://www.spence.saar.de/phonetics/unitll 20241/


http://www.spence.saar.de/phonetics/unit11_20241/
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An Upper-Class Southern British Accent, 1673 - 2023: Assimilation (and elision)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYaqdJ35fPg Linking

(This relates to the work we did in Unit 5.) Aetifiimi Reselig
Listening Exercises
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Halliday 1970: 57-59

Study Unit 1: Rhythm
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/Halliday1970/
Study Units 01-10/Unit 01/

The text is here:
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/Halliday1970/
The Book/2193 001.pdf


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYaqdJ35fPg
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/Halliday1970/Study_Units_01-10/Unit_01/
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/Halliday1970/Study_Units_01-10/Unit_01/
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/Halliday1970/The_Book/2193_001.pdf
http://www.spence.saar.de/arcanum/phonetics/Halliday1970/The_Book/2193_001.pdf
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Assimilation (and elision)

Have a look at the text of “Dialectal Differences”. -

Check to see if there are any words that end with difficult consonant T R
clusters. How would you go about making it easier for someone to Listening Exercises
pronounce these words? [ Homework

Check every word which begins with a vowel sound (not necessarily a
vowel letter, and not a ‘silent’ consonant letter). Is there
consonant-vowel linking at the beginning of the word? Is there an
‘intrusive’ /r/, or /w/ or /j/?
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