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CONT ENT WORD S FUNCT I ON WORD S

monosyllabic polysyllabic polysyllabic monosyllabic

strong
form

weak
form

ORTHOGRAPHY PHONO LOG I C A L T RAN S C R I P T I ON ORTHOGRAPHY

dialectal ˌdaɪ‿ə ˈlekt əl dialectal

differences ˈdɪf ɹənts ɪz differences

structurally ˈstɹʌk tʃəɹ‿əl i structurally

the ðiː ði the

English ˈɪŋ ɡlɪʃ English

language ˈlæŋ ɡwɪdʒ language

is ɪz is

fairly ˈfeə li fairly

homogeneous ˌhɒm əʊ ˈdʒiːn i‿əs homogeneous

all ɔːl all

over ˈəʊv ə over

the ðiː ðə the

world wɜːld world

but bʌt bət but

there ðeə ðə there

are ɑː ə are

marked mɑːkt marked
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differences ˈdɪf ɹənts ɪz differences

in ɪn in

pronunciation pɹə ˌnʌnts i ˈeɪʃ ən pronunciation

between bi ˈtwiːn between

its ɪts its

many ˈmen i many

dialects ˈdaɪ‿ə lekts dialects

it ɪt it

is ɪz is

interesting ˈɪntɹ əst ɪŋ interesting

to tuː tə to

note nəʊt note

that ðæt ðət that

some sʌm some

of ɒv əv of

the ðiː ðə the

most məʊst most

striking ˈstɹaɪk ɪŋ striking

of ɒv əv of

these ðiːz these

differences ˈdɪf ɹənts ɪz differences
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occur ə ˈkɜː occur

in ɪn in

the ðiː ðə the

small smɔːl small

island ˈaɪl ənd island

of ɒv əv of

Britain ˈbɹɪt ən Britain

a eɪ ə a

fact fækt fact

for fɔː fə for

which wɪtʃ which

there ðɛə ðə there

is ɪz is

of ɒv əv of

course kɔːs course

a eɪ ə a

perfectly ˈpɜːf ɪkt li perfectly

logical ˈlɔdʒ ɪk əl logical

historical hɪ ˈstɒɹ ɪk əl historical

explanation ˌeks plə ˈneɪʃ ən explanation

visitors ˈvɪz ɪt əz visitors
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from fɹɒm fɹəm from

the ðiː ðə the

United ju ˈnaɪt ɪd United

States steɪts States

of ɒv əv of

America ə ˈmeɹ ɪk ə America

where weə where

only ˈəʊn li only

three θɹiː three

main meɪn main

dialects ˈdaɪ‿ə lekts dialects

are ɑː ə are

recognized ˈɹek əɡ naɪzd recognized

are ɑː ə are

often ˈɒf ən often

taken ˈteɪk ən taken

aback ə ˈbæk aback

when wen when

they ðeɪ they

hear hɪə hear

the ðiː ðə the

widely ˈwaɪd li widely
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differing ˈdɪf əɹ‿ɪŋ differing

British ˈbɹɪt ɪʃ British

accents ˈæks ənts accents

during ˈdʒʊəɹ ɪŋ during

the ðiː ðə the

Second ˈsek ənd Second

World wɜːld World

War wɔː War

a eɪ ə a

number ˈnʌm bə number

of ɒv əv of

British ˈbɹɪt ɪʃ British

and ænd ənd and

American ə ˈmeɹ ɪk ən American

mechanics mɪ ˈkæn ɪks mechanics

who huː hu who

were wɜː wə were

stationed ˈsteɪʃ ənd stationed

in ɪn in

a eɪ ə a

certain ˈsɜːt ən certain
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country ˈkʌntɹ i country

in ɪn in

the ðiː ðə the

Near nɪə Near

East iːst East

were wɜː wə were

living ˈlɪv ɪŋ living

together tə ˈɡeð ə together

in ɪn in

a eɪ ə a

local ˈləʊk əl local

boarding ˈbɔːd ɪŋ boarding

house haʊs house

one wʌn one

day deɪ day

at æt ət at

tea-time ˈtiːt aɪm tea-time

an æn ən an

American ə ˈməɹ ɪk ən American

who huː hu who

hailed heɪəld hailed
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from fɹɒm fɹəm from

Kansas ˈkænz əs Kansas

was wɒz wəz was

sitting ˈsɪt ɪŋ sitting

opposite ˈɒp əz ɪt opposite

a eɪ ə a

Yorkshireman ˈjɔːk ʃə mən Yorkshireman

who huː hu who

had hæd had

a eɪ ə a

strong stɹɒŋ strong

local ˈləʊk əl local

accent ˈæks ənt accent

and ænd ənd and

two tuː two

Londoners ˈlʌnd ən əz Londoners

one wʌn one

of ɒv əv of

whom huːm whom

spoke spəʊk spoke

in ɪn in

the ðiː ðə the
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Received ɹi ˈsiːvd Received

Pronunciation pɹə ˌnʌnts i ˈeɪʃ ən Pronunciation

while waɪəl while

the ðiː ði the

other ˈʌð ə other

had hæd had

a eɪ ə a

marked mɑːkt marked

Cockney ˈkɒk ni Cockney

accent ˈæks ənt accent

after ˈɑːft ə after

listening ˈlɪs ən‿ɪŋ listening

for fɔː fə for

some sʌm some

time taɪm time

to tuː tə to

the ðiː ðə the

conversation ˌkɒn və ˈseɪʃ ən conversation

of ɒv əv of

these ðiːz these

three θɹiː three
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the ðiː ðə the

Kansan ˈkænz ən Kansan

suddenly ˈsʌd ən li suddenly

burst bɜːst burst

in ɪn in

with wɪð with

[US English] “General American” (GA):

say seɪ say

I aɪ I

can’t kænt can’t

figure ˈfɪɡ jəɹ figure

out aʊt out

how haʊ how

you juː you

Britishers ˈbɹɪt ̬ ɪʃ əɹz Britishers

understand ˌʌnd əɹ ˈstænd understand

one wʌn one

another ə ˈnʌð əɹ another
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[UK] “Received Pronunciation” (RP):

say seɪ say

I aɪ I

can’t kɑːnt can’t

figure ˈfɪɡ ə figure

out aʊt out

how haʊ how

you juː you

Britishers ˈbrɪt ɪʃ əz Britishers

understand ˌʌn də ˈstænd understand

one wʌn one

another ə ˈnʌð ə another
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