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PRONUNCIATION

Phonetic respelling is placed in round brackets immediately after such words
as require it, and the symbols in the PHONETIC SCHEME are primarily in-
tended for this purpose. But respelling is often saved by employing the same
symbols in the black type of the actual word ; bénish, for instance, has no
respelling, and dispose has only (-z).

Vowel symbols given in the Scheme with —, u, —, or ~, are also used without
these marks to denote a vague indeterminate sound, which is almost identical
for all vowels and (except in studied elocution) has no clear relation to the
corresponding vowel marked ~ etec. (e.g., the a in about is like the o in reason,
proceaf, and is not like & or &). When so used in brackets, the indeterminates
are printed in italics, thus: ago (agd), proceed (proséd), particular (parti-
kilar). Used in the actual word, they are recognized by the absence of the
marks —, v, etc.; thus in sicrament, cémmon, béggarly, all the unmarked
vowels (a; e; o; ar) are indeterminate. This does not apply to the last six
?iyle.bols in the Scheme, which never have marks over them and are always

istinct.

Indeterminate endings in -n, -m. -1 or -le, when they require respelling,
are also represented thus: poison (-zn), fiision (-zhn), ténsion (-shn), Gcean
(-shn), listen (-sn), bosem (bdozm), hiistle (-sl), official (-shl), weasel (-zl),
the vowil sound being that similarly indicated by the actual spelling of spasm,
prism, etc.

PHONETIC SCHEME

Congonants: b; ch (chin) ; d; dh (dhe = the); f; g (g0); h; j
(sing) ; ngg finger; p; r; 8 (sip) ; sh (ship) ; t; th (thin); v; w; y;
vision).

Vowels : @ e:; I (:) 1 60 (mate mete mite mote mute moot)

ar &1 or (part pert port)
ah aw oi oor ow owr (bah bawl boil boor brow bower)

Vowels marked v may be pronounced either way, e.g. pitriot (pa- or pi-). In
all vowel symbols with r (ar, ar, ete.), the r, besides influencing the vowel sound,
has its consonantal value when followed by a vowel in the next syllable of the
word or in the following word (in fearing but not in fearful, in far away but
not in far gone).

ACCENT

The main accent is shown by the mark ’, usually placed at the end of the
stressed syllable ; but, division into syllables being arbitrary in English, posi-
tions for the accent that would disguise the pronunciation are avoided; thus
starr’y but cd’rry, woéoll’en but cool’ly, 1oc’al but véld'city, ov’er but
co’ver (kii-), miidd’y but miid’dle. The placing of two accents on a word
means either (a) that the two marked syllables are equally stressed, as in
dingZdong’, or (b) that among good speakers the one accentuation has as many
adherents as the other, or (¢) that the stress varies according to position in the
sentence as explained in the dictionary article -Ep% In the thousands of com-
pounds given under their first elements among the alphabetically arranged
combinations, accent is thus shown : if there is no hyphen separating the parts,
the accent is always given (back’bone, backslide’); if there is a hyphen, the
regular usage is for the first of the compounded words to be stressed, and the
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nccent is then usually omitted (so oak-apple); if the stress falls, contrary to
this rule, on the second component, it is marked (head-on’ adv.); if the stress is
variable, each part has an accent (high*strung’).

PRONUNCIATION WITHOUT RESPELLING

All the further information necessary for the pronunciation of any word or
part of a word that is not respelt is contained in the following six paragraphs;
the assumptions made in these hold unless the contrary is shown in brackets.

1. Any letter or combination in the Phonetic Scheme has the value there
shown; e.g., aw as in awl, not as in awake (awak’) ; and ginger, linger, would
be required to rhyme with singer unless ginger were followed by (-j-), and
linger by (-ngg-).

2. The following additional symbols are used in the black type:

= | (nak’éd, rély’, coll’ége, priv’ét)
f*, G, = or (bftth, birn)
¥, ¥, = i, i (imply’, siinn'y).

3. Final e unmarked is not indeterminate, but mute (séne, indiic’tive; cf.
récipé, diléttin’té).

4. A doubled consonant is pronounced as single (sill’y, ménn’ish, biitt’er),
not as in cool’ly (-1-1i) or plain’néss (-n-n-).

5. The following combinations and letters have the values shown:

Vowels. Consonants.

ne = & (aegis) c is ‘hard’ and = k (cob, cry, talc), but
al = a (pain) ¢ before e, i, y, is ‘soft’ and = s (ice, icy,

nir = ar (fair) city)

nu = aw (maul) dg = j (judgement)

ny = a (say) ¢ before e, i, y, is ‘soft’ and = j (age, gin,
on, ee, = & (mean, meet) orgy)

oar, eer, = or (fear, beer) kn = n at beginning of word or element of
ou, ew, = u (feud, fow) compound (knot, unknot)

le = & (thief)

ler = @r (pier)
on = 0 (boat)
ou = ow (bound)
o0y = oi (coy)

n before k, ‘hard’ ¢, g, x, = ng (zinec,
uncle, tank, banquet, minx)

ph = f (photo)

qu = kw (quit)

tch = ch (batch)

wr = r at beginning of word or element of
compound (wry, awry)

x = ks (fox)

x is the sound in Scots and German loch.

6. The following terminations have the values shown :

-nge = -ij (garbage) -sm = -zm (atheism, spasm)
-ate = -it or -at (mandate) -tion = -shon (salvation)
~oy = -i (donkey) -ture = -cher as well as- tur, esp. in com-
~ous = -us (furious) mon words.
INFLEXION

T'he rules assumed, exceptions to which are noted in a bracket placed after
n word’s grammatical description, are given below. The term ‘sibilants’ stands
for words ending in -8, -X, -z, -sh or soft -ch, ‘-0 wds’ for all that end in -0, ‘-e
wds’ for all that end in mute -e, and -y wds’ for all that end in -y not preceded
by o vowel (e.g. deny, puppy, but not bray, donkey).

1. Plural of nouns. Sibilants add -es (boxes, porches); -y wds change -y into
08 (puppies); the plural of -o wds is usually stated thus, photo n. (pl. ~s),
potato n. (pl. ~es); other nouns add -s (books).
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