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(which are you? — which part do you play?) Which am I

Identified/
Value

Identifier/
Token

Complement/
Wh-

Subject

I am (= play) the villain the villain is (= is played 
by)

me

Identified/
Token

Identifier/
Value

Identifier/
Value

Identified/
Token

Subject Complement Subject Complement

(which is you? — which picture shows you?) Which is me

Identified/
Token

Identifier/
Value

Subject/Wh- Complement

the ugly one is (= shows) me I am (= am 
shown by)

the ugly one

Identifier/
Token

Identified/
Value

Identified/
Value

Identifier/
Token

Subject Complement Subject Complement

Fig. 5-23 Subject-Complement, Identified-Identifier, and Token-Value

Henry is the villain is to the villain is Henry

Token/
Subject

Process Value/
Complement

as Value/
Subject

Process Token/
Complement 

Henry plays
[active]

the villain is to the villain is played 
[passive]

by Henry

Fig. 5-24 ‘Operative’ and ‘receptive’ in ‘identifying’ clauses

The form that would be impossible is which is I?, with its clash between nominative case
and Complement function (cf. the impossible which represents I?). Equally anomalous, for
exactly the same reason, is it is I, which was constructed on a false analogy with Latin (and
used to be insisted on by English teachers, though they seldom used it themselves). The 
clause it is I is simply ‘bad grammar’, in the sense that it conflicts with the general principles
that apply to such a clause. The corresponding ‘correct’ forms – that is, those that are
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non-ranged →**

transformative

creative

intransitive (non-impacting)
     Actor/Medium

transitive (impacting) †→
     +Goal; Goal: nom. gp.;
     Goal/Medium
     Actor/Agent <operative/agentive>

[effective]

lower

higher

unspecified

specified

cognitive

[middle]

[middle]

activity

intensive

relational

possessive

circumstantial

semiosis

non-reception

reception
     +Receiver;
     Receiver/Beneficiary;
     Receiver: (to/of*) nom. gp.

quoting

reporting
indicatingprojecting

non-projecting
−verbiage

+verbiage
     +Verbiage;
     Verbiage: nom. gp.;
     Verbiage/Range

imperating

[effective]

[effective]

[effective]

[effective] talking

hyperphenomenal

phenomenal
     +Phenomenon;
     Phen.: nom. gp.

ranging phenomenon
     +Phenomenon/Range

agentive phenomenon
     +Phenomenon/Agent
     <operative/agentive>

targeting
     +Target;
     Target: nom. gp.
     Target/Agent <operative/
     agentive>

desiderative

perceptive

emotive

non-agentive

ranged
      +Range

middle →*

effective →†

RANGING

AGENCY

EFFECTIVE
VOICE

AGENTIVITY

TYPE OF
DOING

TYPE
OF SENSING

PHENOM-
ENALIZATION

ORDER OF
SAVING

TYPE OF
RELATION

MODE OF
RELATION

RECEPTION

PROCESS
TYPE

PHENOM-
ENALITY I

IMPACT

→

operative
      +Agent; Agent: nom. gp.;
      Agent/Subject;
      Medium/Complement;
      Process: active

agentive
      +Agent;
      Agent: nom. gp.;

by ^ Agent;
      Agent/Adjunct

→

→

initiated
      +Initiator;
      Initiator/Agent
      <operative/agentive>

→

→

→

material
      +Actor;
      Actor: n. gp.

behaviourial*→
      +Behaver;
      Behaver: conscious;
      Behaver/Medium

major
      +Process;
      Process: verbal group

→

→

mental
      +Senser;
      Senser; conscious;
      Senser/Medium

→

verbal
      +Sayer;
      Sayer; symbol
      source;
      Sayer/Medium

→

→

→
→

→

→

→

→

existential**→
     +Existent;
     Existent: nom. gp.;
     Existent/Medium

→

attributive
     +Carrier; Carrier: nom. gp.;
     +Attribute; Carrier/Medium;
     Attribute/Range

→
attributed
     +Attributor;
     Attributor/Agent
     <operative/agentive>

→

assigned
     +Assigner;
     Assigner/Agent
     <operative/agentive>

→
identifying
     +Token; +Value;
     Token/Medium; Value/Range;
     +Identified; +Identifier

→

receptive
      Medium/Subject;
      Process: passive
→

Fig. 5-44 System network of TRANSITIVITY (AGENCY and PROCESS TYPE)


